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Colonization of the Asia Minor and
Pontosregion by the Greeks

The Greek presence in Asia
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Minor dates back to the 11 | 19TR0S Cﬁ/

century B.C. Greeks from CHERSONES( 3

mainland Greece migrated (’%

to the western coast of Asia GREngsim " %
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Minor (lonia) when other BYZANTIUN Sinope

Greek tribes invaded Greece) PP CHRICLE  mweba s COLCHIS
from the north. In the 8 : oasus’  Trapanus
and 9" centuries B.C., new VIHENS ASIA MINORA~™
waves of Greeks from the ) p
mainland settled in western
Asia Minor and the Black
Sea area.
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Cities in Asia Minor (Anatolia)

The new settlers
founded cities such as
Miletus, Ephesus,
Phocaea, Smyrna, and
Pergamum on the
western coast of Asia
Minor. In the & century
B.C., Miletus, the oldest S—
and most powerful LG D
Greek city in Asia Minor, ot Sl .
founded numerous
other cities suclsinope ,
Amisos andTrapezur
Trabzon on the Black Sea '
(Pontosor Pontus)

coast.
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Strabocthe Geographer,
Philosopher , Historian from
Pontos

Strabo 64/63 BG 24 AD

Asia Minor gave birth to the
first great thinkers of antiquity,
such as Thales, Anaximander,

~ | AnaximenesStrabo and

Heraclitus. These philosophers

. rejected the mythological

explanation of the universe and
were the first to seek a rational

. explanation of all things. Thus
. Asia Minor was the birthplace

of western philosophy and
science.



Asia Minor andPontos

Homerc Poet Herodotusc¢ Historian, Authorof
Author of the lliad and the the first great narrative history in
Odyssey the ancient world




The Spread of Hellenism

Following the conquest of Asia
Minor by Alexander the Great,
Hellenism spread to the Middle
East and as far as India.

S50 8 The Greek cities of Asia Minor

continued to flourish during the
Hellenistic and Roman times.

It is In Asia Minor that Christianity
found a fertile ground to take root

and spread during the late Roman
and early Byzantine years.



ByzantiumConstantinople

After the establishment
of Miletus in Asia Minor,
and Sinopeand Trabzon in
Pontos in 667 B.C.
Greeks from the city

of Megara near Athens,
with their leaderByzas
sailed northeast across
the Aegean Sea and
founded the city of
Byzantium, which much
later would be renamed
Constantinople, the
capital of Byzantine
Empire.




Christianity

Many Saints and fathers of s~
the Christian Church were &
from Asia Minor St. Paul, St.
Basil, St. George, St. Nicholas
and others. The Eastern
Roman Empire, also known
as the Byzantine Empire,

with Constantinople as Its
capital, was a Greek speaking
empire and was the leading
civilization of Medieval
Christendom.



Byzantine Civilization and its Influence

Religious Architecture
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Throughout its millennial history,
and in particular during the rule of
Justinian, culture within
Constantinople flourished.

Early Byzantine architecture dates
from Emperor Justiniagarchitects
iInvented a complex system prowdlng
for a smooth transition from a
square plan of the church to a
circular dome (or domes) by means
of pendentives (the placing of a
circular dome over a square or over a
rectangular room).




Byzantine Influence

Dome of the Rock
Byzantine thought dramatically
influenced Medieval art and e
architecture throughout Europe _}
and the Near East. It became the (a
primary progenitor of the
Renaissance and the Ottoman
traditions that followed its O s

Islamic leaders were impressed | aadEi

by Byzantine mosaics and invited_ &
mosaicistdo work on the Dome
of the Rock.



Byzantine Empire

Byzantium was the only stable state in Europe in the
Middle Ages. With its military and diplomatic strength
It defended Western Europe from repeated Persian,

Arab, and Turkish invasions.
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The Fall of Constantinople
and Trabzon

The Byzantine Empire
lasted 11 centuries

(from the 4" to the

15" century A.D.), and
fell to the Ottoman
Turks in 1453. The
Empireof Trabzorand
(or Trabzon) was the
last Greek ruled area
In Asia Minor to fall to
Turkish hands in 1461.




The Ottoman Conquest

The Fourth Crusade (12401), instead of
liberating Jerusalem from the Muslims,
ransacked Constantinople. It was one of
the final acts in the Great Schism between
the Eastern Orthodox Church and the
Roman Catholic Church, and the turning
point in the decline of the Byzantine
Empire.
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In 1204 Trabzon became a Byzantine
Greek Successor state after the fall of the
Byzantine Empire.

In 1453 Constantinople fell to the Ottoman
Turks, and in 1461 they conquered Trabzon.



