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THE PRESENT EUROPEAN SITUARION AND PROSPECTS OF ELCE.
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1. The peoples ia practically 211 belligerent countries are

E quite"exauStedibyﬁyag_es“wgllieghgpmoralized. lost of therm are under=

fod and at a low physical point of resistance. Speaking in medical

terms, their circulation is bad and they are sufferingfrom-extrome

- -

anaemia.
2. The industrial and general econonic life of the conquered

countries is practically stiagrent. The mumber of unemployed since

demobllization is appﬁ]’lng. Vlar also ﬁeéﬁﬁédiy,dehoralized the

soldiers who are disineclirad *“n wvork., . ‘ ' .

%.  The nerves of cil These defeated peoples are so badly

straiped_that they ere incapabl. ol reascening or behawing llkB norhal

rational beings. THis i85 Gipecially TFas Thore they have romtafr— .

hope for their national fatlurc, &5 1n fustrie and in Hungary. 4ll
ordinary rules of loglc Tail vhen applied to people in this pathdlog—

ical condition. - They badly necd treatment by skilled physiclansa .

‘They arc falling fast into the hands of socialist and Dolshevist

charlatenss - ' '

& It is quite impossible for such peoplg, to contemplate

“the payment of any great dobts or indermities. The burden they have .

already carried has been rorc thun they could stand.  No matter
.how Just thoir obligations, they mo longer have the courage to

assume. ahy financial. responsibillties. The very suggestion renders

_them desperate and fit subgects for Bolshevisn. The irposition of

heavy ihdemnxties nay render peace 1mpossible. I do not see how

-

even - noderate indeﬂnities can be exacted from Turtey, Julgaria
t‘

and. a dismembnred Hungary, already ruined by war itself.

:5‘. “rontier adjustments in many instances, as for exanple

_even in the case’ of the cession of Alsace-Lorraine are of much less

:1mportance than the questlon of actual indennnties.
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(a) But in the case of Hungary the proposed dismemberment

would so rmtilate a vital organism that it -ocould not be expected to

-

fﬁﬁction healthily or really maintain\its national existence. The

3 Isseof—its mines, forests; rich pasture-lands; and the utfer dis-

b

location of its econoniic organization would quite paralyze the nation.
(b) The people of Bulgaria are preparing to turn Bolshevists

i# the Governmment is asked to yicld the Legeah litteral of Bulgaria

. to Greece. It is no idle treat btut a terrible reality. Only the
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“bayonets of the Entente could enforce and maintain such a territorial

i

adjustment, and ensure peace in the Balkans.
{¢c) The creation od several mandates in Turkey will create
only discontent ariing tle pecrlo Lheﬂsolves, and rival fields of

exploitation and emmity emong the mandator;es. The presence of

Greece and of Italy in Asia linor could only have the nost lamentable -

consequences. - Constantinople and what remains of Turkey should be

——placeéiuﬁaer;the;éame~mané§t0ry'to~a§oid bitter-antagonismsi 0n65:

the Straits are open to 2ll, Coustantinopleceases to heve any value

as a capital for the Turks tliough they might not irrediately realize
the fact. The United States should ncver be made a party to‘gny plan
to divide the Near East.

6o The United States c%nnot afford morally to underwré}e any
-treaty in Eurd}e.that wogld requirc an arny of baye?cts to carry out
its provisions. laying fought for and upheld unfalteringiy high
principles and ideals, we wowmdi 50 better to sign no treaty than to
assufle any moral responsibilitj for 2 treaty opposed in any essentials
to these principles and ideals. ﬁo onec can safely affirm‘that.any
treaty now would last~gix months., |

7e A League of Nations should never be”saddled with the - «
obligation to gﬁarantge a ﬁew iniquitgus éfatus quo and to deny the

rights of peoples t;~seek revplutionary readjustments.
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8. The irmediate problem before the world is not the ligaida~

tion of the past or the orﬂanlzatlon of the future. The world is

facing a great social debacle, espec1ally in Central “urope. Peace

of some sort is an irparative nece551ty at this very norent in order

to deal with this problem.

9, ‘/hatever the nature 0i. ‘L’l'xe',peac_e, cottlenent, every effort
should be rmade to stirmiate and reorganize/fhé econonic life of Zurope.
The Hoover Cormission, with the hedpp of philanthropic orgenizations,
can do ﬁore than any'other azency t6 éi{g géék ﬁeal?h and sanity and
hope Lo the utterly exhau:ted, diseased, insane and despatting peoples

of Europe.

Note: Submitted in response io & request from Secretary Lansing
and Cormissioner VVhite.' : :




