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TO THEIR EXCELLENCIES
The Members of THE‘PEACE CONFERENCE:

Your Excellencies;

Greeks of the Euxille Pontus (Black Ses). This statement is
submitted to your Excellenciee 88 @ subplement to our previous
Memorials relative to the national sspirations of the Greeks

of tﬁe Euxine Pontus, and is, we béiieve, of a nature.to raci;v
litste the tesk of tte members of the Conference in their duty
of establishing & stable and durable order of things in that past
of the East,

The eminent Head of the Greek Govarnment, Mr Venizelos,
msade the suggestion, in the form of personal opinion, iu his ;\
Memoir of December 30 last, that the "vilayet of Ireblzonde
"might be sttached to the proposed Armenian State." He was ca
ful, however, to qualify his opinion by sdding the following
observation: ‘ .

ﬂ"ihe establishment, moreover, of the administrative divic’ 3

ons of this State on the basis of local ethnicsl conditions

. ulation,

severely tried, a supportable -existence, and, would thus pav
;g:t:t{_towa?ds the ultimate complete independence of thev‘
. The Greek Prime Minister, furthermore, not having in spit
of his great authority, elther the mendate or the’ power to di s-
pose of the Greeks of the Euxine Pontus, was careful to expiiip

that the wishes of the latter, in regard to the constitution 6?




- " ‘opinion. Ihis remark showed 1n advance the absurdity of the s

,"Province or Irebtzonde to the State or Armenis. - me same baee-

o i Ll

an independent republic, were not tn egreement with t‘he sngges-

tion he ‘had put forward 88 an expression of his own persoml
obviously unfounded statepent that Mr. Venizelos had "ceded" the

1ess assertion, hmvever, has undoubtedly encouraged the Armenisna__
to formuaate the _questionable theor-y wh.ich they sre so-loth to’ '
. abandon. ’ ) o

- In ’cheae circmmstances, and in order to facilitate the_»
finding of a solltlon that would best sstisry the’ respective as-

piretions of the psrties concerned e’ entered inte friendly n'-"'

.gotiations with 8 certain number of Armenians who had been nomi -
nated to represent the Armenian COngreas sitting in. Parss. Unof

. ﬁ.cisl negotietiona were begun by 8 Comittee cgonsisting of an. .
equsl number of representatives of both nationelities, the Greek N
and the- Armenisn. , L S
In order to mz.ke clcnr the present state or the question,}_;

1t i,'s."vimp_ortant' Vthat" we: sould jénphaize_‘, -8t t_h:_Ls- pé:.zif,t-’b_‘othji: e

v state or mind which. animated the Greek del.egates on. this C

"vand the mture of the compromises they were prepared to- accept.v
coT Fe are heppy to state that from the point- of view of ¢o- ::

opera tion both Armenians and Greeks found themselves 1n complete'

"sgreement ‘£rom the commencement. Fhere opinj.ons began to dirter,
however, wss ‘when it became a question of finding prectical meansj
for realising the ‘union of our common efforts,

,.Ihe Greek delegates had hoped to be able to convince

those they represented that it would ve sdvantageous for them

to renounce eertain features of an absolute 1ndependence, in ex— 3

g change for the: assurance-that 4in all other directions this inde- |

o



" pendence would be respected. With this fundamentsl ides ss &

sfsrting ppint,‘tnp Greek delegates unanimously agreed to phf

forward the following proposals: L

‘That the Armenian Repubiie and the Republic of the -
Euxine Pontus 8hsll establish a real union, which shaill

s : C . . In 81l other matters the two Republics shall respecti-
e L o vely preserve their independence.

The_immed;ete practical consequences o: the applica-_‘
§ . . - _tion of these two principles would have been:
v S (1)- A pooling of interests ss regards:

(a)- Foreign policy (Foreign Office and Diplomstic re-
presentation), each fepublie having the right to
nominate s special représentation in the case of
negotistions of exclusive intereat to itself (on -~

- C the same lines as in.the case of the Canton-States

R S belonging to the Swiss Confederation ,)

S - (b)- Msterial arrfairs (Commerce, Industry, Customs)

; ” : (¢)-. Communications (Posts, Telegrephs,Railmays. )

(2) - Autonomy for esch Replubic as regerds:
(a)- Ecclesiastical mstters.
(b)- Education.
(c)~ Gendarmery.
This brief summery, without being finsl ( for it was capable
of being completed or modified), shows in 1ts general effectvthéJ
. ~

I § spirit which snimsted the Greek delégates in putting forward the

propoéals5for a8 settlement by compromise on what may be called :3
the "Swiss model." v

The Armeni sn delegastes appeared at first to be grestly

attracted'personally by the numerous and substantisl advantages

of this propéaed solution. Aftepr referring the whole proposal,

»H =" : horever, to the Armengsn Delegation, presided over by His Excel- .

lency.Boghqs Fubal Pasha, they intimsted thst‘fhey were unablé

to accept this solution unless it were imposed upon them by the

Peace Conference; and they. persisted in urging the solution whig




they have proposed from the beginning, namely. thst t‘he ‘Provi C
;' of :l:rebizonde should be sttached to or incorporated in the Ar- ‘
- menian State, with the grsnt of autonomy to the Greek popu.le

in. the interior of the Stete._ ‘ ‘

- Such s solution wou_ld undermine the very foundations of
the conditions on thch ‘a solid agreement could be concluded )

_..between two peoples - an agreement which pre-supposes reciproea

:'concessions As 8 ma’cter or fact, the Greeks of the Euxine Pln-
tus, by .ccepting the compromise settlement on the Swiss model
set forth above, 1lrould haye hed to make concessions to the ex—

' tent or renouncing several feetures of. théetr independence. !me

Armenians, on the contrery, shiowed by their propoul that they

"were prepered to make no concessions, but insisted on the pnre
and simple incorporstion in an Ao'menian state of a compaet Gre
- populetion of over 700 000 souls, subgect to a promise to
.them leter o.u suoh 8 measure of autonomy as they might see . fit
---to bestow. B i

Although this one-sided solution of’ the problem lnay

eppeer setisfactory to the Armenians, it 1-s4naturslly not accep
:"’.'._eble to the Greeks. The rsply ar. the latter to the Armenian

: proposition mey be eummed up as follots' "We are- determined no

- to lose our ethnicel independence at sny price.” We’ should

" have: "been reedy to pool several of our intereets with those v‘k

" of the Armeniens, and to forego the adventeges of - several
of the fectors of our independence, in order to increase our ’
combined— power, dut. rurther than that we cannot go.

In the face of s determinatlon $o plainly ‘and firmly
expressed the Armenians could not be able even to hope that
they would f£ind 1t an edvantage, even from their own. point of

view, to incorporete by force snd compel to remain u.nder e
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domination 8 population whb will have none of it. Such a solu-"

tion would provide & source of continual discontent and s perf.
manént.csuse of discord and disorders. v

It is not within our province to discuss the ressons for ;j
the uncompromising attitude of the Armenians in refusing to qe#_:
cept the solut163~suggested by the Greek delegates."Ail that
:rémﬂins for us fo do is to lay beforf fhe Peace Conference the o
two-following reduests:- '

1.- The cénstitution and the recognition of the ¥ndepen -

dent Republic of the Euxine Pontus, ss prrviously formulated

by us. 'If, in the intervel, our delegates have shown theiselves.

disposed to sgree to a resl union with Armenis, the proposals

we put foriard tp thst end became null and void from the moment

they iwere declined. It is evident, moreover, that the solutioh

we proposed would have been asdvissble only in the event of the

Armenians heving accepted it willing_l. On the ofher hsnd, the

Armenisns hsve repeatedlj declered thst the Greek Pontus inte=-
rests them much less thaen the possibility of securing an outletvi;
to the sea at Rizeh or Athinsi, and that ﬁnder these circumstsnde{
.they wquld welcome the ofganisation'or sn Independent Stste of; :
Pontus, with &hom they would entertsin neighbgﬁrly relations).
2.,- It is precisely this lstter consideration which 4
has‘determined us to formulate our second request, which is that .
(in the event of ouffgucceeding in our pefitipﬁ to be placed und
the pfotection if Greece), the United States of Americs will bé
-gobd'enough to sccept subsldierily end shsll have conferred upog
it by the Pesce Conference, for the administration of the Inde- -
ﬁendént Republic of the Buxine Pontus, s mandate similar to tﬁht

which we sre informed it 1s .disposed to sccept for Armenis.




" terate their unshakeable detemimtion to pursue s -Gpeek existeno
.1n s coun'trry,that is,both Greek and independent

e " . This, obviously, would not prevent the organisation et some

'Afuture dete or - confederation composed of several peoples in tha

"part of the East, such as the Fontians, the Georgians, the Axmp

nians, ete., - ' o - R ‘

) Confident that- aatisfaction will ‘be given ‘to’ oufl- 'legﬁ;ﬁefi

.¢laims and with our deepest gratitude to Your Excellencies in -

snticipa tion, ) .. . -

Fe hsve the Konour to be - .

" Yours Excellencies "’()bedient Servants
antinides 3 ;




