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~SHAM TURKISH
(COMMUNISTS FOR RUSSIA’S

"+ _BENEFIT.
A REAL COMMUNINT'S FATE.
" * By Arthur Ransome,

A8 logjg as the x-B‘:is'phprus. and thé Darda-
nelles are in the hands of capitalist Furope,
a8 long as English squadrons have free
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i moment' when the whole of the Black Sea
lpasses into Soviet hands, and the red flag of
Turkey or the flag of a Soviet Federation of
Black Sea States is hoisted over Constsnti-
nople, shall we live in peace and he able to
give ourselves to creative and constructive
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manist, translates into’ Communistic lan-
guage the Russinn tendency towards Constan.
tinople which Mr. Miliukor chose the wrong
moment for proclaiming, at the beginning of
the revolution, in the language of the Cadets.
Pavlovitch is the mnouthpiece of the Third
Internn_tional. just as Chicherin is the
monthpiece of the Soviet Government. And,
if the Soviet. Government is ready to en-
courage and help the Angora Assembly be-
cause it is engaged in a struggle the ultimate
effcct of ‘which may be to weaken European
.mpltah'sm. tha Thinl International sets
i before itself the task of turning Turkey Com-
mumst in time to prevent the growing Mos-
lem movement of which Angora is coming to
he the centre from attacking in its strength
the ambiguous ally it sought in its. weakness.

In reply ‘to Mustapha Kemal, who asked
for precise information as to what they would
bn- at, the Turkish Communists (affiliated to
the Third International) replied, * Our revo-
lutionary duty is to struggle with the enemies
of social revolution, the Entente, hoth within
and withont Turkey. But, at the same time,
you should know “that our task xo far ws
Turkey -is concerned. is to create from rnined
and dismemhered Turkey a Socialist Republic

of workers and peasants.”

The Tactics of Mustapha..
Thero is no need to point out that this is hy
no means the wiskr of Mustapha Kemal and
the abla Young officers who have heen the
nucleus of . the Apatolian movement. But
they could hardly say so very Joudly at a time

that

when they wore doing their very best to pes

lants : suado the Russians that the Turkish Revolu-
- the I tion was the twin brother of the Rugsian, and
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They therefore set to. work to discourage thoi-
Communists in their own way, only latterly
tqung a more vigorous line, and at first, while
giving them fair words, made use of them in
getting Russia’s help,  For the Anatolian
Government, like the Russian, hases its policy
upon & gamble, helieving that the suppeort of
Russia for the Nationalist movement will tide
it over: the difficult period until it becomes

£ the

strong enough to stand alone, and that Ly}

‘revolution, s

gpoke for
conferenco in the Kremlin which ended with
the foundation of the Third International. An
excitable, enthusiastic little man, whom it was
unpleasant to lovk at when he spoke hrcauso
of his inability to ¢asitrol his face, he hecame
the moving spirit in the Central Bureau
which from the Cancasus directed Communist

— s
all those against whom'there
nomic reasons’ fors revolt are not ‘Turklg

but foreigners. - Thus “#in Turkey there s

- | not.a single Turkish bank ”’_and ‘‘ small usury

is entirely in the hands of Greeks and Armée.
nians.” The most mpderato and consequently
the niost credible of the ‘reports I-hava seen
concludes: that wuntil the - Turkish struggle

“{against forcign capital js finished the ““claks
|peace’’ will uot he. broken, but that after

that there will be a tussle between centralish-
tion and:decentralisation, ‘'when the pessauts
will certainly support the latter and deveiop

_|somie form of  Soviet s)'su‘hl.- . ‘The prospect

from'the poiut. of view of the Third Inter:
national would not seem .to  be -very
encouraging, and ‘cne would think that
the "Angoran  Ndtional Assembly ~could
sleep quictly  at. nights.  The fact that
they do really seem tq .be -worried hy frar
of Communist propagands suggests not that
therie are real grounds for social revolntion
in Turkey, but that the Angoran Assembly is
not' entirely at ease ahout the -spirit of the
Turkish ariny. Race hatred, encouraged of
course by occasional muassacres hy the
Greeks. is definitely disconraged by the Com-
nmunists as  well - "as hy the inevitable war,
weariness of the Turkish soldiers. And Com-
munist propaganda, suggesting that thp war
might end if the soldiers took things into
thewr own .hands, mjght produce deplorable
results from the poimf view of the Angoran
Assembly. Tt is worth remarkimg that
already Turkish Communists of the realparty
have been aceused by Turkish ‘* Communists ”’
of the sham party of indirectly assisting the
Greeks. i ’ . :

The Communist Pmpag’andlsts.

Now Turkish Communist propaganda,
though it has now, I helieve, seventeen
centres in Anatolia, is almost exclusively of
Russian origin.  Most of the Communist
apostles in Turkey were Turkish prisoners of
war converted while in Russian hands. In
Azerbaijan  there are regular courses for
training Turkish Communists as agitators and
propagandists, and the Central Bureau of the

»

‘Turkish Commnnist organisations meets at

Baku. The Angoran Turks are perfectly
aware of this, -and take measnres to meet it
m their onn way. never allowing their hos-

tility to the Third Tnternational to affect their

relations with the Soviet Government. The
Soviet. Government, for its part, takes no
official notice of the occasional misfortunes

cf Third Internationalists who, like the spies

of ‘other countries, take their own risks.
The story of the unlucky Subkhi illustrates

the attitude of hoih sides. :

Subkhi vyfas the Turkish Commumist who

rkes in March, 1919, at the

operations in  Turkey. The . = Turkish
Nationalists, knowing that Subkhi = was

thoroughly trusted by the Russians, used him
as much as they .could during the ecarlier
difficult stages of engincering -the Russo-Tur-
kish Alliance,
aifd faith of the convert.
face value, and with exultalion trandmitted
to Moscow, tho letters of the Turkish Military
Governor of Trebizond. - I quote from theso
letters which, with their mixture of guile and
truth, their cunning adaptation of Communist
phraseology  to quite other purposes, are an
excellent example of the methods of Angoran
diplomacy.
aays the Governor, ‘' full of deep faith and

Subkhi ‘had all the simplicity’
He took at their

*The Anatolian movement,”’
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RUSSIAN POLICY IN THE
EAST.
e P
VL.
SHAM TURKISH
COMMUNISTS FOR RUSSIA'S
BEXNEFIT.

A REAL COMMUNIST'S FATE.
By Arthur R.am,ome.

* As long as the Bosphorus and the Darda-
nelles are in the hands of capitalist Furope,
as . long as English squadrons have frce

! passage into the Black Sea. so long will the

Tkraine ‘and Soviet Caucasus blerd" to death
in a struggle with international counter-
revolution and its hirelings. Only from the
moment when thé whole of the Black Sea
passes into Soviet hands, and the red flag of

Turkey or the flag of a Soviet Federation of |

Black Sea States is hoisted over Constanti-
nople, skall we live in peace and he able to

" {give ourselves to creative and constructive

work.”" In this way Parlovitch, the Com-
munist, trapslates into Communistic lan-
guage the Russian tendency towards Constan-
tinople which Mr. Miliukov chose the wrong
moment for proclaiming, at the beginning: of
the revolution, in the language of the Cadets.
Pav]ont(_-h is the mouthpiece of the Third
International, just as Chicherin is the
{nout_hpiece_m' the Soviet Government. And,
if the Soviet: (Hovernment is readv to en-
courage and help the “Angora .Assembly be-
vause it is engaged in a struggle the ultimate
eflect of which may be to weaken European
capitalism. the Third International sets

i before itself the task of turning Turkey Com-

munist 1n time to prevent the growing Mos-
lem movement of which Angora is coming to
he the. centre from attacking in its strength
the ambiguous ally it sought in its weakness.

In reply to Mustapha Kemal. who asked
for precise information as to what ther would
be- at, the Turkish Communists (afiliated to
nternational) replied, “ Our revo-
: ity is to struggle with the enemies
of social revolution. the Entente. hoth within
and withont Turkey. But, at the same timo.
you should know that our tack xo far ws
urkey is concerned. is to create from ruined
and dismemhered Turker a Socialist Republie
of workers and peasants,” '

The Tactics of Musthphn.-

There is no need to point out that this is by
no means the wisk of Mustapha Kemal and
the able voung officers who have heen the
nucleus of the Apatolian movement. But
they could hardly say sv very loudly at a time
when they were doing their very best to-pes
suade the Russians that the Turkish Revolu-
tion was the twin brother of the Russian, and
therefore deserving the fullest possible help.
to work to discourage their

Communists in their own way, only latterly
taking a more vienranue lina and s Sons it

revolution, since all those against whom there|
are cconomiv reasons forerevolt are not Turks-
but foreigners.

nians.”  The most moderate and consequently

concludes that until the Turkish strugele
against foreign capital js finished the “class
peace’’ will not he brokem, but that after
that there will be a tussle between centralisa-
tion and decentralisation, when the peasants
will certainly support the latter and deveiop
some form of Soviet system.. The prospect
from the point of view of the Third Inter-
national would net seem to be -very
encouraging, and cne would think thst

the Angoran  National - Assembly  could
steep quictly  at nights.  The fact. that

they do reallv seem 1g be worried ®v fear
of Communist propaganda suggests not that
there are real grounds for social revolution
in Turkey, but that the Angoran Assembly is
not entirely at ease’ ahout the spirit of the
Turkish army.  Racé hatred, encouraged of
course by occasiopal massacres by the
Greeks, is definitely discouraged by the Com-
munists ‘as  well “as by the inevitable war
weariness of the Turkish soldiers. And Com-
munist propazanda. suggesting that the war
might end if the soldiers took things into
their own hands., mjght produce deplorable
results froth the poi:ﬁf view of the Angoran
Assembly. \ Tt is worth remarking that
already Turkich Communists of the real party
have been accused by Turkish ‘ Communists”
of the sham party of indirectly -assisting the
Greeks. :

The Communist Propagandists.

Now Turkish Communist propaganda,
though it has now, I helieve, seventeem
centres in Anatolia, is almost exclusively of
Russian origin. Most of the Communist
apostles in Turkey were Turkish prisoners of
war converted while in Russian hands. In
Azerbaijan  there are regular_ courses for
training Turkish Communists as agitators and
propagandists, and the Central Bureau of the
Turkish Communist organisations meets at
Baku. © The Anpgoran Turks .are perfectly
aware of this, and take measures to meet it
in their own way. never allowing their tos-
tility to the Third Tnternational to affect their
relations with the Soviet Government. The
Soviet Goverument. for its -part, takes mno
official motice of the occasional misfortunes
cf Third Internationalists who, like the spics
of other countries, take their own risks.
The story of the unlucky Subkhi illustrates
the attitude of hoth sides. :

Subkhi was the Turkish Communist who
spoke for Turkey in March, 1919, at the
conference in the Kremlin which ended with
the foundation of the Third International. An
excitable. enthusiastic little man, whom it was
unpleasant. to look at when he spoke brcause
of hix inability to control his face, he hecame
the moving spirit in the Central Buresu
which from the Cancasus directed Communist
operations  in Turkey. The  Turkish
Nationalists, knowing that Subkhi was
thoroughly trusted by the Russians, used him
as mueh as they could during the earlier
difficult stages of engineering the Russo-Tur-
kish Alliance. Subkhi ‘had all the simplicity’
and faith of the convett. He took at their
face value. and with exultation transmitted

Thus “in Turkey there is{’
not a single Turkish bank ”.and * small usury | all' os
is ¢ntirely in the hands of Greeks and Arme. { again

the most credible of the reports 1 have seenf.

Precisely. Dr,.
munist from the point -of :
gora Assembly, ready to it the
Soviet forms (which Angora:has.alresdy ¢
proached) but demanding wothin :
the way of economic change, who!
concentrated on.the national ‘st
consequently unlikely  to produce
Angorans. most- fear, a -split. in
of the movement. Communist pr
which shouldm"uw('eedh Jin div;gi_
nation, - espevially - the. army, into -
geois ”? anp: “f;r_vleh.riln »" parties” wonld
;nl’sumdly smash th ul‘:'gi‘tm movenen D: .
e, Angorans -accordingly encourage Dr.j . =57
Tewfik Rouschidy and expeditiously  make | Mench
away with the ingenuous Subkhi. = - |Sae
Bolshevik Propaganda Not Wanted. .
" And although in the beginning the -An- |1
goran "Foreign Minister and Kemal himself, {™
not to speak of the Governor of Trebizond
and Kazim Karabekir, who 'commanded ‘on’
the eastern front, produced in all their com-
munications with Russia delightful exercises{ . -
in the ambiguous use of revolutionsry lsa-{-
guage, the Turks are already ledrning that]-
they can speak to the Russiam Government | T
as man to man, and have no need to-pretend .
to a Communism in which tbgg do not be-
lieve.. Dr. Fuad, for example (not to be|"
confolinded with the Geveral Ali- Fuad), ex-]
preesly warns the Soviet Government against
the use of popular propaganda, telling them | ok
politely that ¢ in Turkey thers i8 no economic |
base for the spread of Communism, there
is no purely industrial ‘proletariat, the agra~|yorocs
rian' question is by no” means bitter, where
fore the Communist idea is not a natural
deduction from the situation of the Turkish
masses, but must.be inoculated to a tertaln
extent artificially, not on the grounds of
historical materialism hut  on  ideslistic
grounds. In view of this Communist idess:
in ‘Turkey will have t6 pass not from the
masses .to- the intelligentsia but from the |}
intelligentsia to the masses.” e pointg out
the uselessness of opposing Internationalist
ideas to the Nationalist enthusiasm on which
the Anatolian movement is based, and while
delicately insisting that the Russian represcn- |.
tative in Angora had better not be an
Armenian . or & Greek, suggests that - he
should run his propaganda ‘“ from the wider
horizon of the struggle of oppressed classes
and peoples with their oppressors.” . In other
words, ‘ Talk as you pleass .to-our intellec-
Slals. !mt be so' good as to leave our voldiers }:
one.” .
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,Pﬁﬁses into Soviet hands, and the red flag of
Turkey or the flag of a Soviet Federation of

Black Sea States is hoisted over ‘Constanti-
nople, shall we live in peace and be able to
give ourselves to creative and constructive
,work." .In this way Pavlovitch, the Com-
jmanist, translates into Communistic lan-
guage the Russinn tendency towards Constan-
tinople which Mr. Miliukor chose the wrong
moment for proclaiming, at tle beginning of
the revolution, in the language of the Cadets.
Pavlovitch is the mouthpiece of the Third
' International, just as Chicherin ia the
monthpiece of the Saviet Government. And,
if the Soviet. (jovernment is ready to en-
Courage and liclp the Angora Assembly be-
cause it is engaged in a struggle the ultimate
effect of ‘shich may he to weaken European
teapitalism, the Third International sets
{ before itself the task of turning Turkey Com-
muuist in time to prevent the growing Mos-
lem movement of which Angora is coming to
he the centre from attacking in its strength
the ambiguous ally jt sought in its weakness.
In reply to Mustapha Kemal, who asked
for precise information as to what they would
b at, the Turkish Communists (affiliated to
the Third International) replied. * Our revo-
1ty is to struggle with the enemies

lutionary- di

of social revolution, the Entente, hoth within
and without Turkey. But, at the same time,
you should know "that our tack so far s
lurkcy Is concerned. is to create from ruined
and dismemhered Turkey a Socialist Republic
of workers and peasants.” ’

The Tactics of Mustapha,-
Thero is no need to point out that this is h¥
no means the wishk of Mustapha Kemal and
the able voung offirers who hawn been the
nucleus of . the Apatolian movement. But
they could hardly say so very loudly at a time

when they wore doing their very best to per
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deserving the fullest possiblo hely.
They therefore set to. work to ddou.rnge tholi‘:‘
Cnn_lmumsts in their own way, only latterly
taking & more vigorous line, and at first, while
giving them fair words, made use of them in
getting Russia’s help.  For the Anatolian
Government, like the Russian, hases its policy
upon a gamble, believing that the support of
Russia for the Nationalist movement will tide
it over: the difficult period until it becomes
strong .enough to stand alone, and that ly
careful manipulation it can get Russian help

| while minimising the risk of weakening ihe

Nationaligt movement by thoe disruptive effects
of the growth of internationalism in Turkey.
_There is no more curious passage in modern
diplomacy than the cfforts of the Turkish
Nationalists to play to the’ gallery of the
Moscow Communists. I have spoken already
of the clever parroting of Communist lan-
guage in, the official notes of the Angora As-
sembly, of the innocuous adaptation of the
Russian form of local govérument, of the way
in which they called their Ministers ‘‘Tem-
porary Poople’s Commiasars.”” 'The Turks
went very much farther than that. Efforts
were made to.find a common ground between
Mohammedanism and Communism. This was
the more necessary lest thre religious Fast
should be scandalised at this new.infidel all-
ance. The practical need of the alliance found
& curious reflection in the teaching of a re-

Mullah ‘Abu Zar, who preached that Com-
munism was tho real basis of Islam,
The Abuzarists have become a consider-

s {able political sect presented in the Am-
'gormpoAssem-b it 7

ly and issuing two newspapers
of their own. It is noteworthy tha.l; ‘l::zr-
taih of the Indian revolutionaries have been
smoothing the way in the same manner by,
showing that there is at least no contradic.
tion between Islam and Comununism, and,
contically enough, refeiring to Elphinstane’s
description of the quiet and eerenity that
existed during the reigm of iAla-ud-din Khilji,
who rnled in India six hundred Years ago,
limited. farmers to a certain quantity of land

.|and a certain number of servants, and intro-

duced Government contrdl' of all kinde

 ligious (‘legmatic movement, called after thel

might end if the soldiers took things into
their own .hands, mjght produce deplorable
results from the poi,ngof view of the Angoran
Assembly. Tt is worth remarking that
already Turkish Communists of the realparty
have been accused by Turkish *° Communists *’
of the sham party of indirectly assisting the
Greeks. T ’ :

The Communi.ﬁt Propag'andlst‘s.

‘Now  Turkish Communist propaganda,
though it has- now, I helieve, seventeen
centres in Anatolia, is almost exclusively of
Russian origin.  Most of the Communist
apostles in Turkey were Turkish prisoners of
war converted while in Russian hands. In
Arerbaijan there are regular courses for
training Turkish Communists as agitators and
prdpagandists, and the Central Burcau of the
‘Turkikh  Communist organisations meets at
Baku. The Angoran Turks are perfectly
aware of this, -and take measnres to meet it
i their own way. never allowing their hoa-
tility to the Third International to affect their

relations with the Soviet Government. The
Soviet Government, for its part, takes no
officinl motice of the occasional misfortunes
cf Third Intornationalists who, like the spies
of -other countries, take their own risks.
The story of the unlucky Subkhi illustrates
the attitude of hoth sides. :

Subkhi ¥as the Turkish Communist who
spoke for Turker in March, 1919, at the
conference in the Kremlin which ended with
the fonndation of the Third International. An
cxcitable, anthusiastic little man, whom it was
unpleasant to look at when he spoke hecause
of his inahility to control his face, ho hecame
the moving spirit in the Central Bureau
which from the Caneasus directed Communist
operations in  Turkey. The . Turkish
Nationalists, knowing that Subkhi = was
thoroughly trusted by the Russians, used him
as much as they .conld during the ecarlier
difficult stages of engincering the Russo-Tur-
kixh Alliance,
aid faith of the convert. He took at their
face value, and with exultalion trandmitted
to Moscow, tho letters of the Turkish Military
Governor of Trebizond. - I quote from theso
letters which, with their mixture of guile and
truth, their cunning adaptation of Communist
phraseology ' to quite other purposes, are an
excellent example of the methods of Angoran
diplomacy. “* Tho Anatolian movement,”’
eays the Governor, *full of deep faith and
determination, is fighting not only for its
oyn salvation, but for the liberation of the
many-millioned and oppressed East. . . . Iis
hopes are limited by no national boundaries.
In view of this atruggle we listened from afar
to the voice of truth. That was the first
humaune voice: which reached " Anatolia from
without. Thereafter our deep. sympathy with
the country which encouraged us with its
secret voico ‘is fully comprehensible and
natural.”  With the delegates to Baku, the
Governor wrote : — .

Covered with the deep wounds given it by
hypocrisy, the East is longing for freedom. The
movement which now embraces the whole of
Anatolia is purely a movement of liberation.
The successes of this movement are a guaran-
tee of the enfranchisement of the East, of the
last hour-and final ruin of the English and
French capitalist Governments. With the fall
and ruin of the Governments of the Entente 8
new epoch will begin in the life of now op-

ressed humanity, 'an epoch: of equalily and
rotherhood. The hitherto rightless masses of
the West and of the East will enjoy a new and
free life. The suppression of the revolution in’
Anatolia and the establishment there of the
mastery of the English would inevitably bring
with it a strengthenimz of the latters’ authority
and despotic rule thrnughout the whole East.
For this reason the leaders of the Anatolian
movement are also self-dénying fighters for the
liberation and ‘happiness of all mankind. The
decision of the Turkish Commurist party -to
give us full and every.-sided help is an effort
towards t?e liberation of an oppressed people,
and that is the fundamental principle of their
programine,

- Subkhi whole-heartedly took this view, and
in September last year sent a passionate
appeal to Moscow for help, not for the
Turkish ‘Communists, but for the Angoran
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| the -able voung! officers, who haws ‘heen the

nucleus of thé Apatolign movenent. ~But

e they could hardly say so very loudly at a time
when they were doing their very best to pe:

tion was the iwin.brother of the Russian, and
therefore, deserving: the fullest possible help.
They thetefore set to work to discourage their
Communists in their own way, only latterly
to:kgng a more vigorous line, and at first, while
giving thiem fair words, made usc of them in
getting Russin’s -help. "« For the Anatolian
Government, like thgfRussian, hases its policy
upon a gamble, believing that the support of
Russia for the Nationalist movement will tide
it owor the difficult period until it becomes
strong endugh to stand alone, and that ly
careful manipulation it can get Russian help
| while minimising the risk of weakening the
Nationaljst movement by the disruptive effects
of the growth of internationalism in Turkey.

There is' no more curious passage in medern
diplomacy  than the efforts of the Turkish
Nationahsts to. play to the ‘gallery of the
Moscow Communists. I have spoken already
of the clever parroting of Communist lan-
guage in. the official notes of the Angora As-
sembly, of thre innocuous adaptation of the
Russian form of local goveinment, of the way
in which they - called their Ministers ‘‘ Tem-
porary Poople’s Commissars.”” 'The Turks
went very much farther than that. Efforts
were made to find a common ground between
Mohammedanisin and Communism. This was
tho more necessary lest tire religious East
should be scandalised at this new infidel alli-
ance. The practical nced of the alliance found
s curious reflection in the teaching of a re-
| ligious dogmatiu niovement, called after the
Mullah Abu Zar, who preached that Com-
munpism  was the real basis of Islam,
The Abuzarists have become a consider-
able political sect, represented in the Am.
goram Assembly and issuing two nowspapers

their own. It is noteworthy that -cer-
taih of the Indian revolutionaries have been
smoothing the way in the same maauer by
showing that there is at least no contradic-
tion between Islam and Communism, and,
contically enough, referring to Elphinstone’s
deacription of the quiet and serenity that
existed during the reign of Ala-ud-din %{hilji,
who ruled in India six hundred years ago,
limited farmers to & certain quantity of land
and a certain number of servants, and intro-
duced Government control of all kinds, in-
cluding definitc hours for work, uniform
closing time for shops, and fixed prices for all
necessities. ’ .
A “ Special ” Communist Party,

But while the Turks were playihg up to
Moscow they were at. the same time trying
to sterilise Communist propaganda at home.
They put themselves right with Moecow by
nominally legalising” the Communist y in
Turkey, yb:%n inggnioualy, manufac{::ted a
special Communist party to meet the needs
of the case (I believe this piece of cunning
originated with the Young Turks, who, while
extremely %inti-Communist, were before the
Anatolians in realising the possible advan-
tages for Turkey in & Russian alliance), and,
judging from frenzied warnibgs from the real
)l‘uiish Communists, 1 fancy they succeeded
in imposing- the delegates of this tamé
domestic party on the éxuberant conference
of Fastern peoples: at Baku in the autumn
of last year.

t

L]

It is not very mi to see why the Turkish'
Nationalists should have folt it | to

rrv Communist p at all, since
Ti’:-‘om the Communist point of view 'l‘mkoy,
.like most of the East, seems the worst pos-
sible material. I bave waded through a vast
morass of reports on the subject, niostly by
sanguine agitators who believe that Turk
is on the point"of__g‘

. b

,

hifdTateiat

ie:little man, whomit was
hnleagsant to look at when he spoke hecanse
his ipability. to control ‘his face, he bécan
he moving ' spirit in the Central” Burean
which from the Cancasis directed Communist
operations - in  Turkey. . The . = Turkish
Nationalists, knowing . that  Subkhi = was
tharovjghly trusted by the Russians, used him
as much ,as they .conld during the -earlier
difficult stages of engincering the Russe-T
kish Alliance, Subkhi had all the simplicity:
and faith of the convert. He took at thejr
face value, and with exultalion transmitt
to Moscow, the letters of the Turkish Military
Gorernor of Trebizond. - " I quote from theso
lettors which, with their mixture of guile and
truth, their ¢unning adaptation of Communist
phrascology  to quite other purposes, are an
excellent example ‘of the methods of Angoran
diplomacy. ‘' The Anatolian mavement,”
aays the Governor; * full of. deep faith and
determination, is fighting not only for its
own salvation, but for the liberation of the
many-millioned and oppressed East. . . . Its
hopes are limited by no national boundaries.
Tn view of this struggle we listened from afar
to the voice of truth. That was the first
humane voice- which reached ' Anatolia from
without. Thereafter our deep sympathy with
the country- which encouraged us with its
secret voive ‘is fully comprethsible, and
natural.”  With the delegates to Bakt, the
Liovernor wrote : — ,
“Covered with the deep wounds given it by
hypocrisy, the East is longing for freedom. The
movement which now embraces the whole of
Anatolia is purely a movement, of liberation.
The successes of this movement are a guaran-
tee of the enfranchisement of the East, of the
last hour-and. final ruin of the English a{pd
French capitalist Governments. With the fall
and ruin of the Governments of the Entente 2

ressed humanity, ‘an epoch of equalily and
Er.otherhood. The hitherto rightless masses of
the West and of the East will enjoy a new and
{free life. The suppression of the revolution in
Anatolia and the establishment there of the
mastery of the English would inevitably bring
with it a strengthening of the latters’ authority
and despotic rule throughout the whole East.
For this reason the leaders of the Anatolian
movement are aleo self-denying fighters for the
liberation and ha'gpmess of all mankind. The
decision of the Turkish Communist party to
give us full and every-sided help is an effort
-towards the liberation of ‘an oppressed people,
and that i1s the fundamental principle of their
programine, )

Subkhi whole-hcartedly took thix view, and
in September last year sent a passionate
appeal to Moscow. for help, not for the
Turkish Communists, but for the Angoran
Assembly. He wrote that ‘‘ occupation Ly
the enemny of Brussa, Adrianople, Balikseri,
and Ismid have contributed to bring about
pro-English revolts inside the country.” He
was nervous of rumotred agreement between
the Armenian and Georgian armies, and was
excited abofit the rumour of & proposed land-
ing of 100, Armenian volunteers from
America. The Anatolian army was using its
last eartridges. It placed all its hopes in the
triumph of Bolshevism. Therefore would
Moscow please do at least something of what
was promised. Yet within a very short time
after his writinghthis letter, when the posi-
tion of the Turks had improved, when the
desired treaty was already secure, in spite of
his ‘obvious services to them, the Anatolians
felt they no longer needed him -as interme-
diary for their diplomacy, and he became for
them no longer a connection with beneficent
Ryssia, but merely s Turkish Communist.
In the very Trebizond the Governor of which
had written him such flattering letters only
s month or two before, the wunfortunate
Subkhi ended his career, being first bayonsted
and then, so it is said, sewn up in a sack
and thrown into the sea. |

. *“The Fate of One Man,”
. Bubkhi’s sad end was, of course, Teported
to Moscow, but ‘‘ the fate of one man can-

ey [ not affect the policy of a revolution” and

Communist mo!ution.
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sembly, bf the innocuous adaptation of the
Russian form of local govetnment, of the way
in which they - called their Ministers *“Tem-
porary Poople’s -Commissars.”” 'The Turks
went very much farther than that. Efforts
were made to find & common ground between
Mohammedanism and Communism. This was
tho more necessary lest tlre religious Fast
shduld be scandalised at this new infidel alh-
ance. The practical nced of the alliance found
a curious reflection in the teaching of a re-
| ligious- dogmatic movement, called after the

d

munism was the real basis of Islam,
The Abuzarists have become a consider-
able political sect, represented in the Am.
goram Assembly and issuing two newspapers
of their own. It is noteworthy that -cer-
taih of the Indian revolutionarics have been
smoothing the way in the same manner by
showing that there is at least no contradic-
tion between Istam and Communism, and,
contically enough, referring to Elphinstone’s
description of the quiet and serenity that
existed during the reign of Ala-ud-din Khilji,
who riled in India six hundred years ago,

and a certain number of servants, and intro-
duced Government control of all kinds, in-
cluding definite honrs for work, uniform
closing time for shops, and fixed prices for all
necessities. ) .

A * Special ” Communist Party.

But while the Turks were playihg up to
Moscow' they were at. the same time trying
to sterilise Communist propeganda at home.
They put themselves right with Moscow by
nominally legalising” the Communist party in
Turkey, but ingeniously manufactured a
special Communist party to meet the needs
of the case (I believe this piece of cunning
originated with the Young Turks, who, while
extremely “inti-Communist, were before the
Anatolians in realising the possible advan-
tages for Turkey in & Russian alliance), and,
judging from frenzied warnings from the real
}Nr ish Communists, I fancy they succeeded
in imposing. the delegates of this tamé
domeetic party on the $xuberant conference
of Pastern peoples' at Baoku in the autumn
of last year. -~

It is mot very to see why the Turkish'
Nacion%lim should have felt it Tueces “.to

v mmunist propaganda a nee
?:om the Communist point of view 'f‘mkq,
.like most of the East, seams the worst pos-
sible material. I bave waded through a vast
morass of reports on the subject, mostly
sanguine agitators wlo: believe that Turkey
is on the point of s Commumist revolution.
Thev bring small evidence to such &
belief. " With the exoeption of tramway and.
dook workers and & few others in Constan.
tinople and Smyrna who have formed
embryonic trade unions, the town population
is made up of traders and emall craftemen,
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Governor wrote: — v
“Covered with the deep wounds given it by
hypocrisy, the East is longing for freedom. The
movement which now embraces the whole of
Anatolia is purely a movement, of liberation,
The successes of this movement are a guaran-
tee of the enfranchisement of the East, of the
last hour and. final ruin of the English apd
French capitalist Governments. With the {’a‘l].,
and ruin of the Governments of the Enlente a
new epoch will begin in the life of now op-
gressed humanity, an epoch of equality and
rotherhood. The hitherto rightless masses of
the West and of the East will enjoy a new and
free life. The suppression of the revolution in
Anatolia and the establishment there of the
mastery of the English would inevitably bring
with it a strengthening of the latters’ authority
and despotic rule throughout the whole East.
For this reason the leaders of the Anatolian
movement are also self-denying fighters for the
liberation and ha'gpmgss of all mankind. The
decision of the Turkish Communist party to
give us full and every-sided help is an effort
-towatrds the liberation of ‘an oppressed people,
and that 1s the fundamental principle of their
programine, :

Subkhi whole-heartedly took this view, and
in September last year sent a passionate
appeal to Moscow for help, not for the
Turkish Communists, but for the Angoran
Assembly. He wrote that ‘* occupation Ly
the enemy of Brussa, Adrianople, Balikeeri,
and Ismid have contributed to bring about
pro-English revolts inside the country.”” Me
was nervous of rumotired agreement between
the Armenign and Georgian armies, and was
excited abofit the rumour of a proposed land-
ing of 100, Armenian volunteers from
America. The Anatolian army was using its
last cartridges. It placed all its hopes in the
triumph of Bolshevism. Therefore would
Moscow please do at least something of what
was promised. Yet within a very short time
after his writing this letter, when the posi-
tion of the Turks had improved, when the
desired treaty was already.secure, in bpite of
his ‘obvious services to them, the Anatolians
felt they no longer nmeeded him as interme-
diary for their diplomacy, and he became for
them no longer a connection with beneficent
Ryssis, but merely s Turkish Communist,
In the very Trebizond the Governor of which
had written him such flattering lotters only
a month or two before, the wunfortupate
Subkhi ended his career, being first bayonsted
and then, so it is said, sewn up in a sack
and thiown into the sea. T

*“The Fate of One Man.,”
. Bubkhi’s sad end was, of course, Teported

not affect the policy of a revolution” and
durinig the Rusmisn-Turkish Conference which
he had certainly done & good deel to -brin
about, not & word about the death of Subkhj
v sllowed to interrupt the irreproschable
revolutionary sentiments of the Turkish- dele.
.’ Not until the treaty was safely
signed was he mentioned, and v
s tative of the Boviet vt b{
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