~

10

'NEAR EAST
CRISIS.

HOPE OF ALLIED

CONCORD.

Y NEW KEMALIST
: CLAIMS.

THRACE NEXT.

The centre of gravity in the Near
Eastern crisis—as far as its political as-
pects - are coneerned—has now
fron: London to Paris. Lord Curzon left
vesterday for Paris, where his conversa-
ticns with-tlte French Prime Minister will
begin this morning. He is understood to
< wide diseretionary powers in re-

gard to the terms of the agreement which |

it ix hoped le will be able to reach with
the French' Government. ;

Ministers yosterday were somewhat per-
turbed by the withdrawal of the French.
troops recently sent to Chanak. on the

Dardanelits, ' 1t was regretted that this

" decision should have been taken on the
eve of Lord  Curzon's visit to Paris.
Nevertheless, in view of tlie abseace of
tact frome some receut British dealings
with the French Government. it was felt
that the Diritish Clovernment is hardly in
a position to make complaint.

On the other hand, a distinetly un-
ialourable impression was produced

among the public and in diplomatic

quarters by the issué of a’ denial that
*the Government * regard the publica-
tion of the semi-offcial declaration of

Saturday as a mistgke. This denial was
taken as evidence

S’hat the Cabinet are
to the extreme delicacy
M-hich they have placed
“the country. A\ sy sequent announcement
that the British Uovernment has officially
expressed ‘to the T'rench Government its
appygeiation of the French attitude upon

the iuestion of a joint natification o

not yet fully alivi
of the position i

Mustapha Kemal, and that it hopes that

. A'spirit of cooperation will rule in future

discussions, tended. however, to modify °.
1he untoward effect of the eaclier state-

ment,

Lox:d‘_szon attended the mecting
of Ministers at 10, Downing-street in '

the momning and left by the 2 p.m.
train  for Paris. M. Ninchitch. the
Serbian Foreign Minister, who had con-
Jerred with British Ministers on Mon-
day night, left by, the 10.50 a.n. train
for Parjs.:

NAVAL ,},ACTION.

The Ministers w
vesterday weto thdusame as those who
met on Monday-smamely, Cthe Prime
Minister, Lord Birkénhead, Mr. Chambes-
Jain, "Lord Curzon, "Mr. Churchill, .Sir
L. Worthington-Evans, Lord Lee, and
»8ir Roboert Home. There were also present
* Lord Cavan, Chief of ¥he Imperial General
Staff, Admiral Lord Beatfy, the- First
Sea Yord, and Air-Marshal 'Sir Hugh
Trenchard. g :

The Ministers resumed: their con.
sideration of the situation in' the Near
East. and of the : measures necessary
in the event of ferious -developments
there. Their original decision was main-

tained that Kemalist forces shall not be :

allowed to cross into Europs pending
the settlement of teims of peace and with-
out prejudice to* that settlement, a

Ministers are satistied that Kemalist
forces  can be prevented from doing so
by nhaval action alone.
" following Lord Curzan to Paris obviously
in connexion with this matter, sinrp the

;fh\clusion arrived at by Ministers was the *

Gteome of the advice of the experts pre-
sent at yesterday's nieeting.

There las n’no official intima.

“ tion from the Italian CGovernment,

but it is thought probable that tho Italian |

force at Chanak will als8pbe withdrawn.
On the ‘orher. hand,, it i8 said that the
British forco will reniin there. .

~hifted .

-, refugecs ‘speak in the highest terms of the
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'WAILING CROWDS
AT -SMYRNA!

’- DEFENCE OF THE
STRAITS.

AUSTRALIA READY
TO ACT. -

KEMAL'S TERMS,

THE OCCUPATION OF
THRACE.

NEW YORK, Sept. 19.—According to a
telegram from the Associated Press
d C inople of to-

i

|

{EXPERIENCE OF AN
- EYE-WITNESS.

Doy oy XDENT IN 2 NE. —_— corT at

i (rroM orm CORRE:.::I'\_)D“T IN THE NEAR ) day’? et ﬁusfa'ph"h];f l;tha to
N . R i M s N 1 day requestedd the Allicd suthoritics to
! CONSTANTINOPLE, Sepr. 18. | R. HUGHES 8 bPEELH' polymit his army to occupy Thrace, in-

A British eye-witness of the Smyrma |
: burharitics who has arrived here gives ithe
¢ {ollowing account of his experichees :
i The ghastliest feature of the fire which
Istill haunts me was the wailing of the
* huge crowds. of womern and children or

the quay, now falling, now yising. buf
. always present. .I myself had a1 narrow
i escape on the day of the Turkish ocenpa-
stion. A Greek soldier ran into me and
" asked me to hold his rifle and went off
' round a corner. A moment later a Turkish
trooper appeared and asked, as he covered :
mwe with hix rifié, *What are you doing
with that gun 7’ I exphiined. e said :
1 *I hadthe right to shoot yvou. 'Don’t do
‘3o rash a thing again’ I gave him the ;
trifie. -

sisting that the Dardanellos <uestion
l:ould%)e discussod later with the participa-
tion of all the countries bordering the
Blsek Sea.

Ho pointed out in his communication

OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

MELDOURNE, Seer. 19.
The DPrime Minister, Mr. Hughes, in

;making in the House of Represcntatives
o-day an announcement on the policy |thet it was vital that the Nationalists
;of the Government in regard to the Near “;:0“1‘5} °f"“‘P-“ Th‘i“;? n o‘z"'(i!:;r]:o‘hbg;pte
i'East, said, in allusion to the excitement ;p;rés&e?x'%%uér;ﬁ;. ¢ '5, ng
“which has been ereated in Australin, that At the same time, thc Nationalist
there was grave (lnnge% of complete is- represcntative in  Constantinople in-
apprehension of the situation., formed the British High Commissioner
The intention of (ireat Britain and the ! that the Angora Go"e"_‘_’m”_“vv,by Virtue
{Allies was mercly to defend the neutral :Q; 't,rl’f:t%ﬁg:iﬁ:d?élﬁétl;z:‘;zzg{ﬁ:
zones if they were invaded by the Turks. invitation_ from the Powers to apcon.
Their object was to secure a settlement | ference limited to the discussion of the
of the dispute before hosiilities began by | Dardanelles question only, unless dele-
a conference. probably at Venice. passibly | §ates from Saviet Russia and the Ukraine
-in DParis, according to Mr. Lloyd George. ;Ls'(:[utook patt in the proceedings.—
The position, therefore, had not de-. .ePAn;s, Sept. 19.—The Turkish Press
-veloped  heyond the point at which | Bureau issued the following staterent
- Australia was called upon to do more than to-night :—
:associate herself with Cireat Britain in The statement made by Ferid Bey,
the steps which might be taken to pre- the representative in Peris of the Angora
serve the freedom of the Straits and the
neutral zones guarding thém. While
recognizing the importanee of the free-

Government, to a representative of an
American newspaper on the question of
the Straits having been misinterpreted,

T ! the Turkish Press Bureauis authorized
Nixty thousand are still reported to'be in dom of the Straits to the British Enipire,
cancentration camps near the town. ME',St “Australia'would not support or identify

.of the Jforeign residents are literaily - . o P

; - N herself in any way with the ambitions

ruined.’ . . M . o A

. of King Constantine. Nincty-ninc out of

to make tho following explanation of
1 should like to add that many British ;
every hundred soldiers wounld with the

it :—
* Turkey isTeady to negotiate with the
utinost reluctance draw the sword for such
a purpose.

Powers on the question of the freedom of
the Straits and she will take into con-

. But while willing at all times to stand

side by side with (ireat Britain, Australia

sidcration their wishes with 'a view to

ensuring the opening of the Straits to
- could not view with any other fecling than
that of despair a great conflict arising out

international communications.’—Reufer,
of the clashing rivalries of Carcoce and
Turkey. The Government had. accord-

(rroM

1 think. Smyrnais ruined for many
! vears. The villages in the hinterland and
Gy towns are burnt, and Smyrna’s
iness and trading quarter has perished.
A large part of the population has. bern
* killed, "has_ fled. ¢r been reduced to
bBegeary, Disease. gnd famine will work
- terrible_havoc with\the hordes of home-
tless felk:

~ According to the latest news, many
thousands have been marched up country
by the Turks, Their fate is unknown.

behaviour of Mr. Thomas, the Constanti-
: nople representative of the Standard Oil
t Company. -and other Americans—naval
and civilian alike—who helpad many -
" British residents to escape to the ships
and did not spare themselves in rendering
i assistance.

One ‘of these” Americans told me that
! he witnessed a strange sight on the quay.

“\JSOVIET HELP FOR
ANGORA.

GERMAN OFFICERS JOIN

ingly, asked for the fullest information
in regard to the intentions and objeetives
of the Allies. Australia’s ambition was
limited to the freedomt of the Dardanclles
and the preservation of the inyulnera-
bility of the Peninsula. :

Beyond that |continucd Mr. Hughes] we
think we ought net to go, though we know
that once war Begins it is diflicult fo place a
puriod to it.  The information we have asked
for we have a right to expect will be given. We

{have shown in a hundred ways our loyalty,
and will show it again in defeate of the Empire,
* We want to take part in no filibustering ox-

i Several irrcgulars were robbing refugees
i there, when they caught sight of a French
! Red Croxs nurse. The leader attacked the
- girl and she fled. A French sailor in a
destroyer fired on the Turk from two
handred yatds. The light was had, hnt
: the fifth shot. took effect : the Turk. who
»had secn the danger and had turned to
fran, spun ronnd, shot in the head.

THE MURDER. OF
DR. MURPHY.

q
h

KEMALISTS,
(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.)
Aceording to news from a well-informed

|source, the Balshevist< have for a long
[ time past heen transferring conxiderable

uantities of golkl and precious stoncs to
olp cquip the Turkish army under

Mustapha Kenfal Pasha. Some of these
treasures
churches,

have Dbeen taken from the

Formerly the Soviet Government sent

conferred together -

Lord Béaity ix .

| pedition.  Indeed, we haye asked that every
¢ffort "shall be made to prescrve pesce. That
lis why we requested Sir Joseph Cook, our Iligh

X Commissioner, to Uring: the matter beforn
It would now appear to bo definitely the Loague of Nations. We are being asked
settled that the Smyrna fire was kindlod . to stand by Great Britain. not in any aggres-
{in three different quarters and spread e i bLIb in m';mt-:ining‘ the elatus quo
: T gqunder the Sévres Treatly. We say we are
towards the quay where the people had [willing to do it. (Cheers from all part of the

(FROM OUR CORREIPONDENT.)

. the Iast consignmment to go to Western
MALTA, Serer. 18,

Europe passed through Reval last May,
and sinee then it hax sent so mnch over
the eastern frontiers that there ix now a
real shortage in! Russia even for pur-
chaxing the most necessary articles. Some

- gathered. Tt is stated by some refugees | Houss except {he Labour benches.) The |of the treasure from the churches still
- that fewer than six hundred houscs were | dispute between  Kemal and the Greeks [remains, however, but this is being

rapidly converted into marketable form.
This traftic with the East ix supported
from CGermany, and most of the war
materials  which, as reported in 7he
Times, bave been recvived at Petrograd
and Kronstadt have been passed on to
the Turks, Considerable numbers of
CGerman officer specialists have reached
Angora through Soviet Russia, and their
experience has done’much to raise the
efficiency of the Nationalist Army.,

GENERAL PELLE TO MEET
KEMAL. "

standing on Thllm‘dl\g‘ last. !inll({ns(s us not at all.  We trust that Kemal
. Fooens i . ; will =ubmit this quarrel {o the League ol
D "“T{Q“g] “he }?“igc?f 'ﬂ ””9 g(:(o of J-Nations or to the proposed Conforence. Weo
r. Murphy, e had formegly been in "j0 prepared to abide by the result: but if
: tho Indian service, and for dany vears Kenmal seeks a short cut fo national greatness
| had been settled in Smyrna,where he was by attacking the neutral zones, then wu shall
*known for his philanthropy. 1t is said jbe_r}“"l: (::f\‘f‘ B'\"w;g;l) ) fved exeont for
H H ¢ N S AR Wi BRI Y oxeep ’
»;" met ?'s‘dcm!'l‘l\' tl}e };:md; %f'n few flippant and hostile interjections  from
t Russian Jew, a soldier in the Turkish ) Labour benches. and Mr., ‘llughes was
my. Thi= man, after receiving from  soperally and warmly complimented on the
the doctor all the coin there was in the ' tune of his addrozs
house and a cheque for £2,000, struck | Mr. Chatlton. who made an exeellont pre-
{him down with his ‘sword, and hurled | rentation of the ease of the Lalour Party,
?piecea of valuable crockery at him. The, }';g::\[ﬂ:,l‘:!(‘(‘ “that the information  received
; soldiér then commanded Mrx. Murphy to', ;70 and -
; play the piano. She fled, pursued by the | possible for the Houso te Judge

Britith Government was altogother
1 |

It wax im-
the nierits
! soldier, but was succouced by an Allied ! on such materint: No reasons Wwhatever had
! patrol. The doctor was taken to hospital, ' been giv(;;\ why Aussrrlaliu shmlxld be (lhln;:;:orl
! where he died. . | into another war. he people should . tirs
" : rdja ; Sanction it by referendum. * 1" he ‘xaid,
N M‘?nmh“ agc(ll B“‘(;Sh s!‘bjec" (ll:‘.‘ d"a j ' we ave going to fight for the Empice. it'is a
i Maltass, a Bible reader, wos murdered. | (i thing that the Empire should take us
Mr. Maclackin, _the “dircetor of tho | jn}e jts contldence,” -
| American International ‘College, who was | “The House di6 nat prolong the debate, and
advised to seek safety on bourd a ship, , no motion was suemitted,
refused to go, and remainod behind to

wers mombers of reraen students who (A NATVA SEEKING MORE
:SURRENDER OF A GREEK. INFORMATION'

* FORCE. | MEN FLOCKING TO THE
! ALLEGED INTRRFERENCE BY | COLOURS,
(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS.)
: OTTAWA, Skrr. 18,
The’ Prime  Minister, Mr.  Mackenzie

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT IN THE
NEAR EAST.) .
CONSTANTINOPLE, Serr. 18.

I have reason to. believe that Mustapha
Kemal Pasha has requested an inter-
view with General Pell$, tho French
High C(ommissioner, who arrives in
Smyrna to-day.

NEW ZEALAND’S ANSWER.
APPEAL FOR ALLIED UNITY.
(FRON OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

WELLINGTON, Serr. 19.
The Houso of Reproscutatives to-day
approved the Cabinet's response to Great

Britain's Near Eoast call. ™ Mr. Massey,

the Prime Minister. emphasized the need

'

! THE FRENCH. :
(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) |
i

]

wold abroad through the Baltic ports. but |

- LORD (I
MISS

——

INTERVIE'
WITH M. P

FRENCH
EXPL)

(FROX OUR OWN

]

Lord Curzon arri
evening, but his |
Poincaré on the Nea
it is understood, be
to-morrow.

The presence of -
Minister in the Fren
ever, already "produc
pression upon Frenc,
s prevalent feeling o
will . approach the -
Allied policy in the :
in a statesmanlike
sincere desire to recor
French points of vier

M. Poincaré, wh
problem shall be ap
of peace, is already
support of his Mini:
the policy he will p
of the British Forcign
he was informed yes
tion of the British (
Lord Curzon to Pari
by telephone with
Prefident of the I
bouillet, and it was
meeting of the Fre
was fixed for Thurs
mediately summonec

The meeting was
this morning under t
Millerand.. The Prim
the attitude he has .
the Near East questi
policy which he int
his conversation witt
Minister in order to
solution. M. Poince
unanimously ‘approv:
the decision to wit
the French troops f
European side of the
avoid the possibility
Turkish forces nov
town.

THE KEMAL

Ferid Bey, who re)
ists in Paris, declar
Government will be
into negotiations wi
Chanak 13 in their han
however, that they
attacking the Allied
pean shores "of the
terms of peace come
Angora Government
not only Constantino
with Adrianople, -

The British Goven
of tho decision to w
troops from Chanak 1
the French Chargé
the British Foreige
He expressed the o
French Government,
tion published in the
the Cabinet- meeting
semi-official stateme)
day ot the British pn
tho freedom of 'tt
pointed out that, al
at Paris was absolw
that of London on t
serving trom the mi
the freedom of the §
in opinion 48 to the 1
to achieve that end.
[ The French Gow
irgprudence. of adopt
& threatening attitud
grave repercussions
peoples.  Moreover,
that France could nc
a policy of military
quence of which~—in

ATHENS. Serr. 18,

of prompt action in checking ominous

n[:1);l:?l B::"r':h ;:“‘:rqlv’:;:“‘l;'z:‘l;:l"’l‘“‘d”'lg] ~The report of tho sucrender to the King. issued the following  statement

maintenance of the fwviolmbilty of the | Kemalists of General A](ludn\.s. ‘with two (u-nighll.:— ) .

, m'ut_ral. zonex agréed &R at the time of the I regiments and gun:s. is now Aunlux:.n\:L . l.‘ is {Inr view of the Govermment thnt
Armistice and intend Theao  units. wore unable  to reach e opinion in Canada would demand
shull be respected. 1 ix‘“dsfl:'.“' :"::} T:g;‘?:u)gnsni:‘!'h\;u‘x:i;:\' . Authorization on the part of Paclisment | i
that Sir-Horuce Ru < A N € [n:;, i(z. ;;\‘;.en” (l‘mt whongth(;\- .\Irri(\:(:(lil ]‘l‘l? asta neceszary preliniinney to the dispatel, |
;:““‘:rl_:‘.h:l:‘.’m:;":‘l{.? ‘,"‘ff,:i:lgk"\:r’::""’)'gn‘:o the outskirts aof the town they wera pro- ; of any contingent to participate in 4 con-
Mustapha Kepyll' Pasha o respoct tlmi vented from going further by the French. ' flict in the Near Kast. The Giovermiment
neutral zon * | who maintained that Panderna was in the conunpnieation with moembers of the | n,

The joint .
s lal VAT

bat. their integrity
will be remembered
ld was instructed

isin
Cahinet i Fuirope s Cy

- neutral zone. Thus General Khudas and: e
hix troops were compolled to surrcnder 1o na

_repre-
\

kit
iod. Noge wus prasented on
RUEPERE SR PO R s

iovernment.

last,”
PeXPOnRE,
Domivions would act
that. the ‘recent fric

developments,

1 have not the slighteet hesitation in
ing [he remarked] that in this instanee
he right thing ix being done. by the British

If this war is allowed to go on,
the Turkish troops are not mﬂ.ﬁ‘. we
iy be faced with a war greater than the
He warmly approved the Auktralinn
and  beleved  that  the  other
similarly. 1o frosted
tions with rance, out
atural Ally, would be removed. since the

. i:‘ro\-.-nth\n of war wos depeadent. ot a united

mpire and united Allies.

the British Governm
military cooperation
—French and “Greek
themeselves side by si

ITALIAN

As for Italy. Tund
Sforza  has  receive
support the French i
as he will probably
Quat d'Orsay meetin
Curzon will tind the
to any drastic mess

he is not believed to

The French Primu
Lord Hardinge, the 1
at the Quai ('Orsay
it 1% understood. dise
decisions reached  a
the British Ministers

1 learn from an a
that as o result of to

cil there may % wut.






